FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

JAN 18 2017,

July Currais

Miami, FL 33187 :
RE: MUR 7030

Dear July Currais:

The Federal Election Commission reviewed the allegations in your complaint received on
March 23, 2016. On January 9, 2017, based upon the information provided in the complaint, the
Commission decided to exercise its prosecutorial discretion to dismiss the allegations and close
its file in this matter. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this matter on January 9,
2017. '

Documents related to the case will be placed on the public record within 30 days. See
Statement of Policy Regarding Disclosure of Closed Enforcement and Related Files,
68 Fed. Reg. 70,426 (Dec. 18, 2003) and Statement of Policy Regarding Placing First General ;
Counsel’s Reports on the Public Record, 74 Fed. Reg. 66132 (Dec. 14, 2009). A copy of the i
dispositive General Counsel’s Response is enclosed for your information. ;

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, allows a complainant to seek
judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this action. See 52 U.S.C. § 30109(a)(8).

Sincerely,

Lisa J. Stevenson
-' gG' Coprisé

BY:

Complaints Examination and
Legal Administration

Enclosure )
General Counsel’s Report
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ENFORCEMENT PRIORITY SYSTEM

DISMISSAL REPORT

MUR: 7030 Respondents: Joe Garcia for Gdnga;eg.
Complaint Receipt Date: March 23, 2016 and Roland San@zliéﬂz;-ﬁéd\na, as

: treasurer (the “Committee”)’
Response Date(s): N/A Joe Garcia
EPS Rating: [SEE
Alleged Statutory 52 U.S.C. §§ 30101(2); 30102(e)(1)
Regulatory Violations: 11 C.F.R. §§ 100.3(a)(1) and (2); 101.1(a) |

The Complaint alleges that Joe Garcia, a candidate in Florida’s 26th District in the U.S.
House of Representatives, untimely filed his Statement of Candidacy. Specifically, when Garcia
announced his candidacy on February 3, 2016, he had allegedly raised funds in excess of $5,000,
but had.not filed a Statem;nt of Candidacy within 15 days, as required under the Act. Neither
Garcia nor the Committce filed a Response to the Complaint,

A person becomes a candidate when, intér alia, he or she has received contributions or made
expenditures aggregating in excess of $5,000.2 Once a person crosses the $5,000 candidacy

threshold, he or she must file a Statement of Candidacy form within 15 days of becoming a

candidate, and must also designate a political committee to serve as the candidate’s principal
campaign committee on that form.> Reports filed with Commission show that Joe Garcia filed a
Statement of Candidacy for the 2016 election on March 10, 2016, and the Committee filed an

amended Statement of Organization on March 18, 2016. The Committee's disclosure reports

! loe Garcia was a candidate for the ().S. House of Representatives in the 25th Congressional District of Florida
in 2008 and 2010, and a candidate for the 26th Congressional District of Florida in 2012, 2014, and 2016. Garcia won
in the general election in 2012, and Jost in the general elections on November 4, 2014, and November 8, 2016,

2 52 U.S.C. § 30101(2)(A); 11 CFR § 100.3(a)(1) and (2).
! 52 LL.S.C. § 30102(e)(1); 1) C.E.R. § 101.1(a).
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indicate that the Committee may have crossed the $5,000 threshold sometime during the 2016 April
Quarterly Period; however, it is difficult to pinpoint an exact date due to the reporting of unitemized
contributions and clisbursements."

Based on its experience and expertise, the Commission has established an Enforcement
Priority System ﬁsing formal, pre-determined scoﬁng criteria to allocate agency resources and
assess whether particular n;atters warrant further administrative enforcement proceedings. These
criteria include (1) the gravity of the alleged violation, taking into account both thie type of activity
and the amount in violation; (2) the apparent impac.t the alleged violation may have had on the
clectoral process; (3) the complexity of the legal issues raised in the matter; and (4) recent (rends in
potential violations and other developments in the law. This matter is rated as low priority for
Commission action aﬁc;' application of these pre-cstablished criteria. Given that low rating, and the
Committee’s filing of the required forms, possibly a few days later than required but prior to the
r_eccipt of the complaint, we recommend that the Commission dismiss the allegations consistent
with the Commission’s prosecutorial discretion to determine the proper ordering- of its p.rio.rilies and
use of agency resources. Heckler v. Chaney, 470 U.S. 821, 831-32 (1985). We also recommend

that the Commission close the file as to all respondents and send the appropriate letters.

4 Thc (‘ommmcc s.disclosuré veports' mdncat\. th'n it may:have cre«ed ithe cxpendutmu threshiold on

Febiuafy 22, 2016, and:may: hinvie crossed the, $5,000 contr ibutions thiesheld.on February:28;.2016.- Se¢ Joe Gaicia for .
Congress- 20|6 Al lerlcrly: Ri.pOll al’Receipts and Dleburscmum Gled April s, 2016:. As:such, Whien Gargia filed
a Sticmént.oFf Cantlidacy- tor. the. 2016 election on March 10, 2016, it may have bcw two.days Jate (vsing (he
expendinirg date (o riggeér o potential: ﬁlml, r(.qunrenu.nl) Hovwever, as stated abivé, it is'difficult to piripoint an exact
date based on the Committee’'s reports,
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BY:

'S-:cephéh'(}.!h:\. |

Lisa J. Stevenson
Acting General Counsel

Kathleen M, Guith
Acting Associate General Counsel

o ot J:":?'.
[%c'put)) Assoc.mle Gg')r il. Counsel

Jc;ﬁf lmda /

AaSistant G '\eml Counsel

'?e&mb Z ol
Donald E. Cumpbéll’  ~
Attorney




